
         

300 Patrol Function 
 
300.3 CROWDS, EVENTS AND GATHERINGS 
Officers may encounter gatherings of people, including but not limited to, civil demonstrations, civic, 
social and business events, public displays, parades and sporting events. Officers should monitor such 
events as time permits in an effort to keep the peace and protect the safety and rights of those present. 
A patrol supervisor should be notified when it becomes reasonably foreseeable that such an event may 
require increased monitoring, contact or intervention. 
 
Officers responding to an event or gathering that warrants law enforcement involvement should 
carefully balance the speech and association rights of those present with applicable public safety 
concerns before taking enforcement action. Officers are encouraged to contact organizers or 
responsible persons to seek voluntary compliance that may address relevant public safety/order 
concerns. 
 
Officers should consider enforcement of applicable state and local laws, such as Tex. Penal Code § 
42.03 (Obstructing Highway or Other Passageway), when the activity blocks the entrance or egress of 
a facility or location and when voluntary compliance with the law is not achieved. 
 
300.3.1 USE OF LONG RANGE ACOUSTIC DEVICE (LRAD)  
The LRAD shall not be used as a sonic weapon or a method of pain compliance. The LRAD shall only 
be used as a public announcement system to broadcast audible notifications and warnings over 
distance. The LRAD will be used only at decibel levels and frequencies that are safe for the intended 
purpose and that are not reasonably likely or intended to cause injury. 
 
 


