
Division 1 General Requirements

Public Safety and Convenience
Section 01550
PART 1 - GENERAL

1.1  
Related Documents:

Drawings and general provisions of Contract, including General Conditions, Section 00700, and Supplemental General Conditions, Section 00810, and Division 1 requirements. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS (NOT USED)

PART 3 - EXECUTION

3.1  
General

Contractor shall maintain reasonable local vehicular and pedestrian dust free traffic, including use of driveways, to proceed safely with minimum inconvenience, except during actual construction operations.  CONTRACTOR provided flaggers shall assist traffic when a street is operating under a single lane.  Two-way traffic shall be maintained at all other times unless otherwise authorized by Owner. 
CONTRACTOR shall provide, at the work zone location during temporary traffic control installation, a designated Competent Traffic Control Person to ensure compliance with the traffic control plans and the provisions of the Contract.   Training Certificates for the designated Competent Person shall be provided with submittals at the Precon.  Training certificates for competent persons shall be good for four (4) years from the date of training.  After such time the competent person must show that additional training or re-certification has been completed  to maintain competent person status.

Contractor shall maintain a smooth and safe ride for traffic by placing steel plates with Asphaltic concrete berms, temporary fill or bridging and temporary surfacing with cold or hot-mix Asphaltic concrete paving in accordance with applicable City Standards.  

Sidewalks shall not be obstructed, except by special permission of Owner or E/A.  Access to private dwelling and to commercial establishments shall be provided at all times. 

Contractor shall plan and execute his operations in a manner that will cause a minimum interference with traffic.  The Contractor shall place and maintain in good condition, standard barricades at each end of the Project and at other locations where traffic is rerouted or blocked from using regular traffic lanes.  Barricades and warning signs shall be in accordance with Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and the City of Austin Transportation Criteria Manual.  

Signs, barricades and warning devices informing public of construction features shall be placed and maintained by the Contractor who shall be solely responsible for their maintenance.

Unless otherwise specified elsewhere in Division 1, neither explosives nor blasting shall be permitted on this Project.
If Project Manager elects to allow blasting on a Project, a special section in Division 1 shall need to be developed by the Project Manager. 

3.2  Traffic Control

3.2.1  It shall be the sole responsibility of the CONTRACTOR to furnish, install, maintain and remove barricades, detour signs, warning signs, lights and all regulatory traffic control devices of the size and type specified, at locations indicated, or as directed or approved by the Owner in accordance with the 
Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, (MUTCD), Part VI, Traffic Control for Street and Highway Construction and Maintenance Operations and the City of Austin Transportation Criteria Manual. Upon phase completion, the Contractor shall immediately revise the  temporary traffic devices to reflect the next phase or if the project is complete remove them from the public right of way. 
3.2.2
Throughout the life of the Contract, all existing roads and Traffic Control devices included in the Work shall be maintained by the CONTRACTOR to a condition, in the opinion of the Owner, which is equal to or better than that which existed when Work commenced.  Maintenance of existing roads and devices shall take priority over all other Work items and shall be subject to a seven-day-a-week, 24-hours-per-day time frame.  The CONTRACTOR shall  provide a smooth and safe riding surface for all vehicles along the route of this Project.  This could include, but not be limited to, small cars, motorcycles, mopeds and bicycles.  If the condition of the street surface deteriorates, for any reason, Contractor shall take necessary steps to insure immediate restoration.

3.2.3  During construction of streets, drainage, and utility projects, if conditions of existing street surface require maintenance to upgrade from their state when the Work began, a separate pay item may be included in Bid. Otherwise, maintenance work will not be paid for directly but will be considered subsidiary to various Bid items of this Contract.

3.2.4  In the event that Contractor fails, in opinion of Owner, to maintain a smooth surface for public comfort, fails to provide ingress and egress to private property, and/or does not provide and maintain proper traffic control devices, Owner may provide these services and deduct any cost thereof, including overtime and administrative expenses, from all estimates thereafter due the Contractor.  Such action by the Owner shall not relieve the Contractor of his liability to protect the public at construction site. Owner may also assess an investigation fee, as established by separate Fee Ordinance, for violations resulting in more than one deficiency report issued to Contractor.
3.2.5  A permit must be obtained from Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), prior to Work being performed on state highway routes passing through the City.

3.2.6
Contractor shall notify the Owner’s Representative, Police Department, Fire Department, EMS, and Right of Way Management Division at least seven Calendar Days in advance of beginning proposed Work, with intention to close or partially block any street or any part thereof, or of any construction affecting free flow of traffic. The CONTRACTOR shall plan and  adequately provide barricades and warning devices. The same parties shall be notified when normal traffic flow is restored.

3.2.7  Should the Contractor, in his operations, reduce an existing two-way roadway to less than 20 feet in width, CONTRACTOR shall provide a route through or around the narrowed area as approved by Owner or E/A.

3.2.8
The CONTRACTOR’s Flaggers shall be required any time it is necessary for the Contractor's equipment to move into or across an open traffic lane, or at other such times as directed by  the Owner’s Representative.  A flagger shall be utilized to aid exit of hauling equipment from open traffic lanes to the Work area, and entry of hauling equipment from Work area to open traffic lanes.  Flaggers shall be dressed and conduct operations in accordance with Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and the Transportation Criteria Manual. Flagging operations shall be the sole responsibility of the Contractor.

3.2.9  The Contractor and Subcontractors shall confine their activities to the immediate area of the construction site and provide the following:

a.
Appropriate temporary fences, barricades, and/or Metal Beam Guard Fence if required, for site work involving excavation, utility extensions, remote construction work or other circumstances involving safety of public or protection of the work in progress.

b.
Warning lights at open trenches, excavations, etc., during hours from dusk to dawn each day.  Protection of  structures, utilities, sidewalks, pavements, and other facilities immediately adjacent to excavations, from damages caused by settlement, lateral movement, undermining, washout and other hazards.

3.3
Spoil Disposal

Contractor may make other arrangements for spoil disposal subject to E/A evaluation of the Contractor-supplied proof that the Owner(s) of the proposed site(s) has a valid fill permit issued by the appropriate governmental agency.  Finally, the Contractor shall submit a haul route plan including a map of the proposed route(s) for the E/A and Owner’s approval.

3.4
Restoration

WATER AND WASTEWATER CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

3.4.1
In order to minimize environmental and potential flood impacts, the sum of the amount of trench opened in advance of the completed line and the amount of trench left unfilled at any time shall be restricted to one (1) full block or 300 linear feet, whichever is less.
3.4.2
Restoration shall be an on-going process during construction operations and shall immediately precede completion of construction of each successive section of the line, which shall not exceed 1,200 linear feet without approval of the E/A.

3.5
Street Markers and Traffic Control Signs 

It shall be responsibility of the Contractor to remove, preserve and reset, as required, Street Marker and Traffic Control Signs that are within construction limits to the line and heights as described in Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices before any sidewalks or street excavation is begun.  Signs shall not be laid on the ground.  No payment will be made for this work but shall be considered subsidiary to the various Bid items.  Traffic Sign Activity Section of the Transportation Department (457-4850) shall be notified a minimum of five Working Days prior to completion of the Project so that signs may be checked for damage.  Any damage to signs or posts shall be paid for by the Contractor.

3.6

Burning Permit

Open burning within City limits will not be allowed.  Trench burning shall require a permit from the Fire Marshal.  Burning permits outside City limits shall be obtained from the appropriate authority.

The Contractor shall secure and pay for all burning permits.

3.7
Driveways 

Unless otherwise indicated, the approach grade of existing driveways shall be modified as indicated and as directed by the Owner’s Representative.  The Owner will contact property owners whose driveways require grade modification beyond street right-of-way and the OWNER will obtain their concurrence for approach grade modification.  Within the right-of-way, all driveways shall be replaced with concrete driveways.  Outside the right-of-way, when approach grade modifications are required, flexible base shall be placed by the CONTRACTOR to resurface existing dirt or gravel driveways; asphalt and concrete drives shall be replaced in kind by the CONTRACTOR.  Excavation, Flexible Base, Portland Cement Concrete and Asphaltic Concrete, used for driveways as prescribed above shall not be measured for payment but shall be considered subsidiary to various Bid items in the Contract unless payment is included as a separate Contract pay item.

3.8
Removal or Relocation of Fences and Sprinkler Systems 

Removal or relocation of privately owned fences and sprinkler systems not specified in Bid, and within public right-of-way is the primary responsibility of the property owner.  Owner will cause property owners to be aware of any known conflicts and encourage them to make desired adjustments in advance of construction.  In the event the property owner does not, or will not, make adjustments necessary for construction of improvements to be made under this Contract, Contractor, after receiving written approval from the Owner, shall remove those portions that interfere with the Work, as follows:

3.8.1 
Fences shall be disassembled, by hand, into hand manageable sizes and placed on the private property.

3.8.2
For sprinkler systems, the CONTRACTOR, after assuring that electrical and/or mechanical controls are disconnected, shall remove sprinkler heads, valves, controls, and any other miscellaneous items, including distribution pipe, or wire, saw cut from the system.  The CONTRACTOR shall present these materials to the property owner.  Where piping is cut, the pipe shall be permanently capped or plugged, unless otherwise directed by the OWNER.

Work for removal or relocation of fences and sprinkler systems shall not be paid for directly but shall be subsidiary to the various Bid items.
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