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Eastern Red Cedar
Juniperus virginiana 
Will grow almost anywhere including  
sandy soils. Has an open and wide- 
spreading habit.  
Mature Height: 30' to 45'

Yaupon Holly
Ilex vomitoria  
Very picturesque,  
upright evergreen for  
southern gardens. 
Adapts to varied soils.  
Multiple uses including  
screens, barriers and 
takes to pruning well. 
Mature Height: 15' to 20'

Deciduous wetland native that can grow higher 
than 100 feet. Pyramidal shape, fall color and 
adaptability make it a favorite in the South.  
Mature Height: 60' to 80'

Bald Cypress  Taxodium distichum

                     Large, wide-spreading evergreen with massive, 
                horizontal, arching branches. Mature Height: 60' to 80'

Escarpment Live Oak  Quercus fusiformis
Gum Bumelia  
Sideroxylon lanuginosum 
The fruit is eaten by birds, and white-tailed 
deer browse the leaves and fruit. The flowers 
provide early season nourishment for honey 
bees. Mature Height: 40' to 50'

Cedar Elm  
Ulmus crassifolia 
Native to the Hill Country and southern  
central U.S. Very adaptable deciduous tree for  
the urban environment. Makes a great shade  
or street tree. Mature Height: 50' to 70'

Drought tolerant, medium  
shade tree. Stunning orange, yellow and  
purple fall color. Mature Height: 40' to 50'

Prosopis glandulosa 
Yellow, fragrant flowers in spring and summer. 
North American native with spreading, rounded 
canopy and many drooping, crooked branches 
low on trunk. Mature Height: 25' to 35'	

Chinkapin Oak   
Quercus muhlenbergii 
Grows best in full sun on well-drained soil. 
Leaves turn red, yellow, orange and brown 
before dropping in fall. Acorns are edible. 
Mature Height: 40' to 50'	

Native to Texas. Stately tree with narrow, open  
and rounded canopy. Mature Height: 35' to 45'

Texas  
Mountain Laurel
Sophora secundiflora 
Native evergreen indige-
nous to Hill Country. Small, 
multi-trunked tree with dark 
green leaves with purple, fragrant 
flowers. Mature Height: 15' to 20'

Bur Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa 
Huge tree, with impressive  
crown, massive trunk, stout  
branches and coarse texture.  
Very large acorns are covered with furry,  
bur-like cap. Mature Height: 70' to 90'	

Small deciduous,  
understory tree  
with delightful pink  
blossoms in early spring 
before leaves emerge.  
Mature Height: 15' to 20'

Texas Ash
Fraxinus texensis

Texas Red Oak  Quercus texana

Mesquite  

Desert Willow   
Chilopsis linearis  
Fragrant and orchid-like with
shades of lavender and pink  
trumpet-shaped blooms at tips  
of branches. Regularly visited  
by hummingbirds.  
Mature Height: 15' to 25'
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Bald  
Cypress

Cedar Elm

Texas Redbud
Cercis canadensis  
var. texensis

Bigtooth Maple
Acer grandidentatum 
A Hill Country native with spectacular fall  
color when growing conditions and  
weather permit. Mature Height: 40' to 50'

Easily identified by its smooth, 
gray trunk, peeling bark and  
dark green deciduous leaves. 
Edible fruit matures to a dark  
black and is a great wildlife  
food source. Mature Height: 15' to 20' 

Texas  
Persimmon
Diospyros texana

Anaqua   
Ehretia anacua 
Fragrant white flower clusters,  
and fleshy fruit. Nectar attracts  
wildlife. Mature Height:  30'-40'

Anacacho  
Orchid Tree
Bauhinia congesta 
Fragrant and showy white 
blooms appearing in the 
spring. Occasionally blooms 
intermittently in the fall. 
Mature Height: 15'

A small and generally  
multi-trunked tree, this holly 
loses its leaves in winter to 
display a multitude of red  
berries (female trees).
Mature Height: 15' to 20'

Possumhaw Holly
Ilex decidua

Outstanding small tree or  
multi-trunked shrub with  
masses of smoke-like flowers  
in the spring and great fall foliage color.   
Mature Height: 15' to 25'  

American Smoke Tree  
Cotinus obovatus

Mexican Plum  
Prunus mexicana
Very showy white flowers in early spring.
Small, tart plums. Mature Height: 20' to 25'

Pecan   
Carya illinoinensis 
This State Tree of Texas is a superb shade and 
nut tree, but is very slow growing when located
in dry or shallow soils. When properly placed,  
this large tree can reach 65 feet or higher at 
maturity. Mature Height: 50' to 70'

Eve’s Necklace 
Sophora affinis 
Drooping clusters of pinkish 
blossoms in the late spring form 
necklace-like chains of black beans  
in late summer through fall.
Mature Height: 15' to 25'

Mexican Buckeye
Ungnadia speciosa  
This multi-trunk tree 
is noted for its clusters 

of pinkish, orchid-like 
flowers in the spring and 
yellow foliage in the fall. 
Mature Height: 15' to 25' 

White flowers appear in early spring with 
new leaves. Lustrous green leaves turn a 
beautiful golden yellow in the fall. 
Mature Height: 35' to 50'

Escarpment Black Cherry 
Prunus serotina var. eximia

A small oak tree good for limestone soils.  
Unusual smoky, blue-gray foliage and compact, 
round canopy. Mature Height: 15' to 25'

Lacey Oak 
Quercus laceyi

Small, oval-shaped tree that flowers in spring and  
has dense, green foliage which is ideal for 
screening. Mature Height: 25' to 40'

Carolina Cherry Laurel
Prunus caroliniana

This excellent shade tree is well suited to 
the urban environment. Name derives 

from Native American use of crushed 
berries to make soap suds. Showy fall 

color. Mature Height: 40' to 50'

   Native to most of eastern and  
midwestern U.S., this small, bright 
green, fruit-bearing tree attracts  
wildlife. Showy yellow-orange or red 
fall color. Mature Height: 12' to 15'

Western Soapberry
Sapindus drummondii

Carolina Buckthorn
Rhamnus caroliniana
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Texas Pistache  
Pistacia texana  
Leaves are relatively small, shiny, 
and usually evergreen with a 
bronze color at the growing tips. 
Small, white flowers bloom in 
spring and summer.   
Mature Height: 12' to 20'
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TH
IS GUID

E w
as created to answ

er som
e of the m

ost com
m

only asked questions about 

tree planting and care in Central Texas. It provides a selection of native large  

and sm
all trees, and their characteristics and grow

ing needs. The tree illustration 

foldout can also be used as a w
all poster.  Please share or recycle the guide w

hen you 

are finished w
ith it.  

R
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u
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City of Austin Grow
 Green Program

w
w

w.austintexas.gov/grow
green

City of Austin Tree Program
s

w
w

w.austintexas.gov/trees/program
s.htm

City of Austin Urban H
eat Island M

itigation Program
 

w
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w.austintexas.gov/urbanheatisland
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There are m
any kinds of trees available for planting in 

your yard. The tree listings and illustrations in the Native 
Tree G

row
ing G

uide can help you decide w
hat to plant. 

W
e recom

m
end planting only native trees for shade and 

ornam
ental purposes. Also, consider the size of the  

planting hole you are w
illing to dig before you buy a tree.  

You m
ust dig no deeper than the rootball depth of your 

new
 tree and tw

o to three tim
es as w

ide. Besides being 
less expensive to purchase younger trees, they require 
less w

ater to get established than older trees.  
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Plant your new

 tree(s) as early as possible during the 
Central Texas planting season (O

ctober 1st through  
M

arch 31st). Planting in the cool, w
et season allow

s the 
roots of your new

 tree(s) to becom
e established before 

the trees are subjected to our hot, dry sum
m

ers.  

W
h

ere to
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Plan before you plant. M
ake a sketch of your property 

show
ing existing trees and landscape, sidew

alks, drive-
w

ays, building outlines, com
pass directions and overhead 

or buried utility locations. Play it safe and call D
ial Before 

You D
ig (8-1-1) three days before you plan to dig. They 

w
ill com

e out and m
ark the ground w

here all of your 
underground utilities are located. 
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g

 Site Selectio
n

Consult the Tree Selection Chart to determ
ine the m

ature 
height and spread of your tree(s). M

ake sure you give 
your tree(s) adequate room

 to grow. Trees and shrubs 
should not be planted w

here they w
ill eventually interfere 

w
ith utility lines or equipm

ent. 
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R
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b
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R
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R
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R
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 c
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 c
u

t 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e 
  

   
  j

u
st

 b
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b
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 c
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f c
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 p
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 m
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 m
ul

ch
 m

id
-s

um
m

er
 a

nd
 r
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 p
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 b
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ee
. N

ew
 tr
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 p
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 b
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 d
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 b
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 b
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 r
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 p
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 d
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 d
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ee

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

s 
hi

gh
 o

n 
th

e 
tr
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l d
am

 o
r 

be
rm

 th
re

e 
fe

et
 in

 d
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 d
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 o
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 c
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 d
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 m
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 p
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 b

al
le

d 
an

d 
bu

rl
ap

pe
d 

tr
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. 

7.
 B

ac
kf

ill
 w

ith
 o

ri
gi

na
l 

so
il.
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fir

m
 th
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 b
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 b
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 d
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h
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 o
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 o
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 m
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 d
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b
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ed

ium
 

trees 20 to 50 ft. 
from

 p
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 p
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Fruit &
 Nut Tree Guide for Central Texas

w
w

w.treefolks.org 

M
anaging Trees Near Pow

er Lines
w

w
w.austinenergy.com

/go/trees 
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w.austintexas.gov/parks/forestry.htm

 
 


